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IN INSULAR POSSESSIONS. 



HAWAII. 
Examination of Rodents. 

During the week ended April 12, 1913, 386 rats and mongoose were 
examined at Honolulu for plague infection. No plague-infected 
rodent was found. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Manila — Plague. 

Surg. Heiser, chief quarantine officer and director of health for the 
Philippine Islands, reports: During the week ended March 22, 1913, 
1 case of plague with 1 death was notified in Manila. 

Plague Conditions. 

During the week covered by this report 1 case of plague occurred on 
Calle Perla in the city of Manila. In connection with this case it is 
interesting to observe that the relationship of bamboo in house con- 
struction, which has been found to be so intimately associated with 
plague cases in Java, was for the first time observed in Manila. A 
careful examination made of the horizontal bamboo poles which were 
used in the construction of the floor showed that one of them con- 
tained a rat nest with a dead rat that had died of plague. The 
victim slept very close to the opening in the end of the bamboo pole, 
and it is assumed that the plague-infected fleas in their search for 
food left the body of the rat and bit the individual, who was stricken 
with plague. 

Rat catching is still extensively carried out, but the principal 

efforts of the bureau of health are now being confined to discovering 

rat nests. When found these are thoroughly sprayed with petroleum 

and then disinfected with larvsecide. Gangs of men are also employed 

in the infected rat districts in carrying out rat-proofing measures. 

In the sections which are built up with bamboo and nipa houses this 

process consists largely in closing with Portland cement the ends of 

bamboo poles, and more particularly those that are used in horizontal 

construction. 

PORTO RICO. 

Rodents Collected and Examined. 

Passed Asst. Surg. Creel reports that during the week ended April 
19, 1913, there were examined 1,617 rodents, collected from various 
points in Porto Rico, and that of these 573 were collected from 
various parts of San Juan municipality. None was found infected 
with plague. 
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